THE HALLI\/IARKS OF

ReLATIONSHIP WiITH THE WORLD: SEPARATE FROM WORLDLY VALUES
Romans 12:2

INTRODUCTION:

The most important question: How do you get the very best
from God?

® There are TWO commands in this verse...negative and positive.

1. Negative Command: “Do not be conformed to this world...”

“Don't let the world around you squeeze you into its own mold.”
- J. B. Phillips

“Be conformed” refers to an outward expression that does not reflect
what is within.

® The verb "be conformed" is PRESENT, PASSIVE, IMPERATIVE.

“Stop assuming an outward expression which is patterned after this
world, an expression which does not come from, nor is representative
of what you are in your inner being as a regenerated child of God.”

- Kenneth Wuest

® The Greek word for world is “aion” literally means “age.”

e Explanation of the world’s values and how it works: 1 John 2:15-17

* The world system has three components:
- The lust of the flesh.
- The lust of the eyes.
- The pride of life.

* Self-evident Principle:
The world system seeks to pull us away from our
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2. Positive Command: “...but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind.”

“Be transformed” refers to a change in outward appearance from
within.

“But let God re-mold your minds from within, so that you may prove in
practice that the plan of God for you is good, meets all his demands
and moves towards the goal of true maturity.”- J. B. Phillips

* Need to remember that renewing of your mind always involves a
battle:
e 2 Corinthians 10:4-5.

* The Holy Spirit achieves this transformation by the
of

e 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NIV)

APPLICATIONS:
1. The outward transformation is effected by an

in the mind, and the Spirit's means of transforming

our mind is (Psalm 119:11).

2. The transformed and renewed mind is the mind
with and by the Word of God (Colossians 3:16).

3. Our lives can prove what the will of God is only by doing
those things that are and and
to Him.

TAKEAWAY:

The more your heart turns
the world.

Jesus, the more your heart will turn
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